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of the Year, but they were also award-
ed the Community Impact Award last 
year. 

Opening and operating a franchise 
business is not an easy job. We appre-
ciate the jobs that people like Randall 
and Sheryl Hubin create and the com-
merce they bring to our communities. 

Congratulations, Randall and Sheryl, 
on your award, and thank you for your 
contribution to Minnesota’s Sixth Con-
gressional District and the Andover 
community. 
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RECOGNIZING POW/MIA DAY 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize National POW/MIA Day and 
to remember the brave Americans who 
became prisoners of war during their 
service and those still missing in ac-
tion. 

Since America’s founding, hundreds 
of thousands of Americans have been 
held as prisoners of war. To this day, 
more than 80,000 Americans remain 
missing in action. 

These patriots answered the call of 
duty during some of our Nation’s dark-
est times. Their service and enormous 
sacrifice must never be forgotten or 
taken for granted. So I stand here 
today reaffirming our Nation’s com-
mitment to these Americans. 

They deserve to return home, and 
their families deserve answers. That is 
why every third Friday in September 
we not only honor these Americans, 
but we recommit to our promise to 
search until every missing soldier is 
accounted for. 

Today, I ask that we all pause for a 
moment to remember these Americans. 

Remember their sacrifice, and if they 
are still missing, pray for their home-
coming. 

f 

HONORING THE FALLEN ON 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the nearly 3,000 souls that 
were taken from us much too soon on 
September 11, 16 years ago. 

Like many others, the events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, are forever etched in 
my memory. On that day, I was in Ra-
leigh, North Carolina, serving in the 
State legislature, and recall an aide 
coming in to share the news. 

Naturally, when hearing about the 
first plane hitting the World Trade 
Center, we all thought it was a terrible 
accident that had occurred. My col-
leagues and I were in a state of shock 
and grief when we heard about the sec-
ond plane and the subsequent attacks 
that followed. 

What I remember most is the feeling 
of abject horror and disbelief that we 
experienced on that day. That horror is 
still felt by the family members who 
were left behind, robbed of their loved 
ones who were violently taken too 
soon. 

I often think of the brave first re-
sponders who ran towards danger with 
thought of little else other than to 
save their fellow Americans. 

The terror attacks seemed surreal, 
yet the aftermath has a finality which 
does not dissipate with time. As years 
passed, the shock of the attack has di-
minished, but the memory of the feel-
ing of hope that arose from the acts of 
selfless Americans is stronger. 

In my mind, one of the very worst 
events in human history became over-
shadowed as the very best in us—as a 
people—was made evident through 
countless acts of kindness and dignity. 
It is this dignity we must hold on to in 
order to honor the fallen. 

From the first responders, citizens, 
volunteers, and, finally, the devoted 
souls on board Flight 93, I remember 
the moments in which the very best 
parts of Americans shone brightest. 
These moments include when our citi-
zens were no longer categorized by 
their differences, but were defined by 
their shared determination not only to 
survive, but also to overcome an un-
thinkable tragedy. 

If a student asks me about my memo-
ries of September 11, I always tell them 
honestly of the horror I felt, and I tell 
them of the hope that emerged as our 
people did their level best to turn evil 
into good. 

While I will never forget September 
11, 2001, and the lives that were forever 
lost to us on that day, 16 years ago, I 
take some comfort in knowing that a 
loving and never-changing God called 
them to Heaven to live in His presence 
forever. 

Now, more than ever before, we must 
recall the sacrifices made by so many 
in the aftermath of September 11 and 
recall that freedom is never truly free-
ly given. It is earned. It is hard-fought 
for, and it is something we must all 
work together to continue to achieve. 

May God bless all of those who lost 
their lives on September 11, those who 
were left behind, and those who con-
tinue to fight for our freedom. 

f 

CLOSE WORKING RELATIONSHIP 
WITH ISRAEL NEEDS TO CONTINUE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. COMER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, at the be-
ginning of August, I was able to join 
the majority leader and a number of 
my fellow freshmen on an 8-day trip to 
Israel. 

I would like to thank Leader MCCAR-
THY for organizing this informative and 
memorable visit, which taught me so 
much about the importance of the 
U.S.-Israel relationship and the numer-
ous challenges and opportunities facing 
our two countries and our other allies 
in the region. 

It is impossible to visit Israel with-
out feeling the weight of history, from 
Biblical times to modern day. Staying 
in Jerusalem, seeing Bethlehem up 
close, viewing Israel from atop the 

Golan Heights, and traveling all along 
the Jordan River, all made a lasting 
impression. 

My time in Israel also impressed me 
on Israel’s undeniable security needs in 
the face of the persistent threat from 
Iran and its proxies in Syria and Leb-
anon, as well as the instability and vio-
lence stemming from the long-running 
conflict with the Palestinians. 

Listening to Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s presentation to 
our congressional delegation greatly 
enhanced my level of support for 
Israeli foreign aid, just as listening to 
the Palestinian Authority’s presen-
tation greatly enhanced my opposition 
to foreign aid for Palestine. 

For these reasons, I believe U.S. se-
curity assistance to Israel should con-
tinue to be a high priority, and I am 
proud that defense collaboration be-
tween our two countries has yielded 
many important developments, includ-
ing the Arrow anti-ballistic missile 
system, which is among the top missile 
shield technologies in the world. 

Considering the growing threat of 
North Korea’s nuclear missile program 
and Iran’s ballistic missile develop-
ment, it is clear that our efforts in this 
field are more important now than 
ever. 

In addition to our successful coopera-
tion on defense, the U.S. and Israel also 
work together on many other issues. 
One of these issues that is of particular 
interest to me is agriculture. I never 
dreamed that Israel’s agriculture in-
dustry would be as advanced as it was. 

Despite a very challenging eco-
system, Israel produces enough food to 
feed their entire country, as well as 
boasts a very impressive agriculture 
export market. 

In conclusion, I believe the close 
working relationship between our two 
governments will remain critically im-
portant for many years to come, and I 
am grateful for the opportunity to ad-
vance these ties in one small way 
through my visit last month. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 22 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois) 
at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 
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